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01I~l'Y1'.1TIOH ------
INT'~ODUC'l'ION 

The inv:Jsion of Europe begnn on 5 ,Tunc 1 4Li.. ',..-:_ t!J trw .~lliQS 

in:o: the First U. s • .~-\roy ::mccoedr;cl in ..:npturl11:; the 2c't of 

Chorbourg on the 27 .Tune tL~l.j-. Tho build-up on l~l. i3 b':.~c;clws con-

tinued until lo te in July . ( 1) Sufficient troops and. e q_uipment 

\:ere .nmi assembl ed for a major offensive. 

The 90th Infantry Divis ion was first exposed to enemy fire 

in .!orld :.ItJ r 11 by l anding one .RC'r as th€ reserve o.f the Fo:.:·,·th 

Infantry Division on Ut3h Beach on D Day. By the end of July 

it had fiftsr-t.hree d<3fS of hed.gero,:r fi ghting to /· its credit. (2) 

B.rig . Gen. Ray'llond S McLain took command of the 90th, . a!ld 

Brig. Gen. '.'Jilliom G. VJeaver joined as assis~ant' Division Com

na.rrder . These t wo Goneral Officers by their "!..XI:Unpl'os · of ·lead

ership and requiring high standards of their subordinant com-

mo~ders , ga-ve the 90th Infantry Division the a dde'd esprit de 

co.:'? tha t rmJkcs a riood unit into a self confident efficient 

;tighting force·~ T;:~.e T-O patch of the 'Division , 'Nhicj:J. had been 

acquired in -'Jorld 'i!r:lr 1 beca us e the men were from Texas and 
/ 'i -

Oklahoma , no'.' -took on a nev1 meaning. The r"Tough Ombres rt title 

Vi3 s born. ' ("3) 

.:.',; 
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ct' :II.~ '~: :r ~:-1_~+1 ·-.:)T':'} 

armor thrust to tho south snd ens~. (1).) 

r ··)~· 
.£\ . ..., ..... ,..,. 
.... ,... ... v 

On 31 Z'uly thu 90th W'JS osoi-;nu~t to t.lw :r.v Coc'ps, 'i'llird 

Army, together with tho 79th Inf:-mtry Di vj sion vnc1 5th .!~rmored 

Division. (5) 

As part of the x:v Corp.::, the 90tll bogan n series or:' opera-

tions on 1 August . ·hich "i OUlc1 C07Cr 11+0 rules in ten days. (See 

1J3p A) {S) The first of those ~1CJG tho mission of seizing the 

bri d.;;;es ov-er the 8elune River at St. Hi la i re Du Ha rcouo t . This 

was a ccompli shed on 3 ilugust 194-4-. By dark on 5 Augu s t Task 

Force ":Ieaver of the 90th had captured and se cured t he br idge 

ov~r the I.:Byenne River at Eayenne , ond by 8 1; ug us t with t he as-

sistencc of t he 79th Di v i s ion, ha d ca ptured Lemans. (7) Other 

s~ ea r hea ds of the Third Army 1aea mvhile cut the Brit t any Psnisula 

on o .A ug us t '44 a nd thrust to the we s t towa rd Brest. The First 

Ar m; durin this period wa s kept busy repuls i ng Germa n attempts. 

to cut off the encirclili rphird Army by atta cking Mortain in an 

effort to drive throu0 h to Avara nches. The British drove south 

from ca. en tow.ard .Falaise . C8) The 90th ' s success in comba t dur

ing the first ten days · in Au bust, together wi th bei ng able to 

f take ground f at the speed of ~0 m. p . h . from the .b\3 clc of a truck' 

raised tlornle · to new lJ.eig hts ofte r t il e weeks or' yard by yard 

h<>dn6 ~o·' • ·""i"·hti ng - ~../-- .. - b ' - - • 

(4-} .A - 1 , p . 67 
(5} J ~3 , p . 1 
(5} A- '? p . 20 - , 
{7) A- 3 , 
(8) .A - 1 , p . 67 
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sion were attuched to '7 Corps on this ct~ta. (9) 

In nov-ing to the north, t!l:3 :'Jl Corps un s t \e seoutborn jnw 

of tb.e ·L1nt pincers encirclin.; ·ttle Gernnn 7t'l :;rn:t '>nrl port of 

the !}ermJn 5tb. :'Bnzer :.rmy. Tl1e x:v Corp3 b<Jgan tlwir move to 

the north with t he ? nd French Armored on tho left and 5th Jrmor-

ed on the r i ·;ht . The 9rth VTith one RCT motorized fol l owed the 

2nd French Armored , 3nd tha 79th v.ith ono ROT mot ori zod f ollowed 

the 5th .i~rmored Division. The 80th Infantry Divisi on s e cured 

the bri dgehee d ove r the La 3a r the Ri ver nt Le.m.a ns, and v1a s to 

protect the Cor ps' l ~ ft flank and r ea r. , 10) 

£o7ing to t he north the 5th U. s. Armored Divis i on engaged 

in seve r a l sha rp t a nk ba ttle s vti t ll the Gorman Pa nz e r s who we r e 

p.ro-:;ect i ng t he Germa n ' s southern fla nk. Sees wa s t a ke n by the 

5th Ar mored Division a t 1000 on 12 1\ ugu.s t, and by 1630 ha d t a ken 

::o.n:tr ee . The Second French i>rBor ed engaged in a br i sk f i ght be -

tween Al enc on an d Ca rrol'.ghs . Th e 90th occupied Alencon on 12 

on 13 ~ugust t he 5th Ar more d· was give n the mi ss ion of block-

L 2g the r oads e a st of Ar gentan to Ga c e , to deny t heir use to the . 
. • 

_c.e.rnans . { 11 ) 

{ 9} 
(10) 
(11} 

f. - 3, .P . 5 
A- 3 , p .. ?1-0- 7 
-' - 3 , .P · 8 
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Grea~ and the 90th Infantry Division to rPlieve 1l~~ert: o~ t~c 

2nd ?rench Arnored were to be loft to r.~old the road network in 

w:-~s c;iven the mission of relievin::; the 5th ,~rmored Division in 

the are~ Le Bourg St. Leonard on tho east to Croisilles-Le 

r.:erlorault on the vrast. (See ITap C) The 357th ROT 90th :0ivi-

si on was t o protect the A lencon bridgehEHHl from tho north and

northwest . The 358th RCT to protect Division O.P. st Sees by 

occupying Choilloue, north of Sees. 2nd Ba ttalion 358th was 

ordered to Almeneches. The 1st Ba ttalion portion of the 359th 

front was the road net including Le Boure; St. Leonard on' the 

west, to include :Rxmes on the east. The 2nd and· 3rd Battalions 

of the 359th I-nfantry to extend the line on toLe Merlerault. ( l4r 

-N.ARP..ATION I 
?3LIEF QJL_!2TH Ai:lEOrt=:D 

The l st Battalion commended by Lt. Col. Leroy "Fireball" 

Pond ':!aS in t :he hi ghe st of spirits on 14 Im gus t r;hen the order 

;:ro s received to relieve the ·5th Armored Di vi s:i:on in Le Bour.g 

St. Leonard _and Exmes . 

( 12) 
(13) 
(ll!- ) 

A -L~ , p . 108 
A- 3 , P • 7 
.A - 5 , P · 3 
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.jL<ncu:i.on j us t ea st o f Le H-sr.as .Gu Pi rl , (15) 

,, , 
•J 

pl··torm of Co:rrpDny C 712 t h T<> nk Bottol:i.on , one pb -t oon of Com-

pa ny C 603rd Ta nk Destroyer Batta lion (T) ond n pl1:.1 toon of En

ginee r s from Company c 315tb. CombBt T.Enginee r Battalion. The 

comba t toam t'! r t ille ry of the 359th RCT 819:d the 915t h Field 
I 

Ar tillery Ba t ta l ion wa s in support , but s pread by ba t tery to 

cover tbe r egime nta l front. Tho 603rd rr .D. Ba ttnlion WAS 8 1 Uip-

ped wi tb. 3'' towe d guns . ( 16 ) 

The ba tts J.ion move d by truck to the a r ea s indicated o7t 

the morning of 15 August 1 44. Upon orrivs l t n ey found tha t 

the 5th .A r.mored elements in both St. Leona rd l.il iJ;d Exroe s wer e 

not in contact with the Germans, .<md had not b&en sip.ce oc

cupying that position. The 1st Battalion then ·set about pre-:_ 

paring vital road centers · for defense. (17) 
.> 

3:, TTii LION~ PLilt{ OF ~ DEFENSE 

The road l eading into S~t . -Leonard from the we-st· (from 

Ar genta n) was very straight for a ·boup 3000 meters. (See Map 
tJ 1.-. 

D) Observation from the west side of town wa s g opd fc:t tfiat 

·Persona 1 knovvlsdge 
P-irsonal knowl-edg e 
ersom~ 1 knowl edge 

7 
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Je tvl!J e l! 

.t .:n l 

: I \ -~-9t ,.! 1 j..;. 

to Oor:~pnny il 1 S position, ' nd directe'l Com~>my J\ cor~l!nondor to 

E3intain pot:rols de ep i nto t h·.J Hoods t ,·JOnty-four hours a d" Y. ( 13) 

1ms on the ·col) of 'che h i g lw ,::;t ·;r ounJ. in that i JJJ.med::..ote Ti'03. 

Observat i on in all d:.rections could ~)o ob t oined fror.1 atop the 

buildings. One uood ro0d led into Jxmes fr om tho v1es t ( from 

St . Leonard). 1; fair :~o8d joined. this road from the north 

about 500 moters to the eas t of town. {See :C:Tap D) Company 0 

,·;as di rected to establish a nd maintain contact vd th Company /i 

by j ~ep patrols . 

Company B , nea r Le Tia ras DuPin, had e:x:cellent fields of 

fire down the .roa ds in a ll directions. Observa tion , however , 

'Nas poor exc ept do-Nn the roa ds , been use of the many vmoded 

areas and orchards thot surroundeD. this a rea . 

The tank pla toon was divided, one section a tta chod to 

Company A in St. Leonard , one section of' Company C in Exmes . 
(; 

The platoon fron. the 603rd T . D. Bettalion was likewiso ot ';;ach

edc,.to Companies A and C by sections . The battalion anti-tank 

Cl8) Pei-sona l knoHledg e 

_'? 
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:r:rti 11·~:ey 

~ .. 
or-,.,l_;.."'c1 -~o ~ . .Jtt'bl,:;· 

i! 

Durin; l5 •. u<.:;u:::t tb.e 1st 3attaiion relaxed. 

t;Q:'(} !!!.o;:::n :.n;:;;p:' l~ -iu;gust • . r!o en<:JrJy in-:'o_'D:."Gion ha.d yet 1:een 
1 . . , ... ~ . 

.rec:;:.-:-3.~ '"r?ir :.:;;;::.e? he~u ~tnrt ! :'S . { 0 0) .i-d.'ter 11a vine; conpLe t-
~ . . 

~ 

are<1 on the l3t.h 1 ·the battalion co.rn.-

' 
~uie-t an: .,i. ... h.o ·t incid.ent . An obse-_vat2.-on po~ t a t this tine - ~ 

~oad leadini§: ,into ::t;zr.ms from -'-ha t directiqn . 
-;', ~ 

The .; 

In the Oerwn vehicle was 

d.o<>t..-...-,··.:.r1 l• .._ l' l 1' n<"' //""' 
-- - ':J.j "'t...l.. ll) ....... - - - --~ 

~ept -t!;e un.i~ to 1:ihi.c the , vsbi.cle and ere •J be_o l 0 ed > the 2nd 

C::3 Panze"" ;li"risicn (21} mhe ba"'..,ta ion co ·ander and S- 3 

P~rsona_ kno~1cd e 
Pe:r~n.a_ b o·.;1edge 
Per$0ni~- knowled~e 

" 
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r-t ..., 
t,J ~,:: • > 

·r:.'t~r Co.Upleting .(;! hot. dinnor, i3 co.llliln of.' French ci Y.'Lli··l'iS 

t~~ct th~y v;e.ce citi~ e:1s of Jt. Le omJrd. rrh(~y ;-:ere very :fdnr-
e 

::'ul~ st,1ting tn·1t the Germans were. coming. /1 quick tolephonG 

chBcl:: ·:it:b. Con:pnny ;; c.ould .not substanti·1t•2 the. :French civ-i-

3tlll no inforJ;ntioJ:l of the Ememy 

The phone >.,·as just hung up v;i.1en 

Company .J ca lled ,back and stated tb.at thr).y b..e.c1 just haard 
. ' 

some s,mall,orms farine; to the -north~:rest in For€?~t De Gouf·fern, 

and that.. Tt could be their patrol, ·nhich was 1n th3t area o t 

the time •. 

The
1

'ba-ttaliori comm3nder d ispatched the 8 -3 by j eep to St. 

Leona2:."d to deterr:ine t he cause of the firing. Upon a rriva l in 

- 3t. Leonard he lea rned tha t the patrol bad clashed with a strong 

g :'OUj) or, Germans in a ttack forma tion ,coming through the •Hoods . 

'=he lieutenant- Yl b.o: h8d beep in charge . of the p,atrol was v1ounded 

:n tbe band and ··~a s at the Company C . P . a t tha t time. The men 

"' o"" Company .A m<l been a lerted right afte r the 'firing st.arted 

am1 no;• occupied their defeps~ve positj~ns on the west and north. 

sides of' to.m.. (2.2 1 He.avy· 9,oncentrations of German artillery 

began :fa'lling on the to·1m. These concentrations see 1ed to be 

~ 'i1 

Personal ·kno :;led_~e 

10 
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~' tta.lion. S-3 3tt€'!Ytptcrl 'vo caLL '1:111<1 l)Jtt·;J.i6rr 1)01"'1.'',.,• d::;!.- by :.:;: ,_ 

jBO would 11ot communic~ t o '', lth bi;i tta lion, . ,s '31P!Jll rr~ hu. ... lets 

'Qer;:::n. sin$ing ·up a nd d own the streets , t:ro Yrt trJ.ictr com.msud·)r 

ro'1red into to'.' TI in -his j c'3p . ;,t Cpmp~t:r..Y ::, 0 . :8 . he ·,os q uickly 

brie fe d on the ;situBtion by t.he $- 3, .them h·· t hen or dc: ro d" to r e -
>:t. ~ 

r 'r 

tur.n to the battalior. Q •. F • . 3nd notify Regiment of ":!{hat W:y. s going · 

on; s lsw to alert Comp,~ ny B tq be , prep~r~d to move to St . Leonard 
-~ 

on ordei'. Ge:rman tanks h~d clppc~red on the rood , from .A r gentan, 

. a~d. .'\'Jere tf}ken under fire by the '3.' gun in tl1c mi ddle- of tov.n • 
..,.;- p_....... ~ - -;:.,...-. ~ ·/--" - looe - ~ ..,...._ ~ ......: 

PlL G'1 :rr'J.t...:,0rt1lle ry_ concentrations nct'f bcgnn moving tc the east 

a nd _southeas-t along the St _. Leonard- Le Ho r as Du 'Pin ro?d . The 

S-3 in. his jeep r.;~ c ~d b::J c k to t he '.bD tta lion C.P..,, running t he 

¥-Ountlet of the Germa n ~i re . ~ upon ;:lrr iWJl , the jeep driver had 

become a cor::ba t f ati'"gue cnse .' 

. The cEirmap. attei~k ~~ad been ~ve ll coordin· ted , as i mmedio t .ely 
- ·'\ }.; ~ "' 

a:'te r their aTtillery fire wa s shifted deeper int o our zone, the 

Germrm Infantry .(PanzGr Grenadi0rs from Second SS Panzer Divi

sion} Gupported 'by t~anks , had ' eng;ged our line in a fire fight. 
,, 

_ n enve loping f orce vm s seen !!loving a cToss the .A r genta n- road to 

the south to begin an enveloprqent of Compcmy A's left flank . 

(See overlay -1 Map D) The 8 l mm section on the south side ,of 

town was stx·11ck by t.his enve loping. for,ce a short whi l e later, 

1,1 



d t _,_ 

stood f~1.st .• 

to tb.c east of ..:.t. Leon'lrd vlith its p,r:i.m~I'Y dire·ctio.:: of fi.re 

to the west down through the center oftovm_. Company :l's 60lflm 

:mo1·tars we·re in the orchard i.tnrJWdi'l tcly to ·the south . 

The \d.re jeep had come forvmrd to tho brenk in the wh'a 

- .tine., ana from there., _J-oid o.naw wire il?-to St. Leonord alo~ 

fi~-· t th:rottgh, ·1s this tre il ;>;ra_s undBr fire from the Ccrnan 

:force th·~i; b.ad enveloped Com.p.;;my Jl, ' s laft fl-an.k _no'Vi in e~n

t-"',-;.t ~ri th ·4l!~rnl"ln toon. The rn-dio j ee_p (in comtmniMtion "li t,l 

_'fte-eirrt . .n1t hms- a lso br;pu·;ht i n:to. 'c_onn . ( 21.!-} 

~pon ·;:i}eestablish.ing' com.iritln,ice tj_ on:s ·; C.ompony B was or ore.d. 

t>._. ::tD:roiJ. i~ea.i .-..te ly to St . Leonerd , entering the t·o~m a long 

overlay D) Compony he mny 

he17B to .dJ;ht to gB t i nt_o tovm . rrh3 engin;; er pl stoon tha_,t 
' ' 

'::n':l_t3 nctacii'j!d .to tb.e battt1lion tms ordered ·to the rood juJ;l.Ction 
.~.· 

ju'3.t Bns t 0f St : Leono ra. to be used n s_: infantry in that area 

-end to protect the- 3't T . D. (25} By 15J-5 hours CompAny A hod 

1 
i 

(23) Pe;;:r.s na 1 knowledge 
( ?ltj 11 -5 
(25) Persbna 1 knowlf.~dge 

12 



' 
tion without' incident, exce-pt, for· a few on sunlties en1:oute· 

f_rom Oer.rp.an artillery fire. 

Company B Bl'rivBd at the junction of the back tr-a.i.l and 

Le tiaras ·uu Pin road about l630." Upon ~:rpprooch they were fired 

on fr"om tlle ymods from tb,.e left. J\ platoon of t."ln!·s sent tic 

the. a_ssistance_ of lst Battalion arrived and wore irnmedi~tely 

attached t~ Compq.ny B for their entroo into "~-·c'.m. U?S) Com-

pany B depl oyed , wi th a pl a t oon on each side of tl1,e back t'rail , 

ond la.un ched a,n attaclc v.rhich carried it into St. Leon<1rd. Com-

pany A i'fas then ordered to ·slide to the r i ght, . t aking t he nor·th . 

s i do of tovm , >,'J it. lJ. OoiJ1pany .:8 a.~fending t ,he we s t a nd s outh part 

of town . During t his shi ft t he Germa ns ma de a nother concentrated 

a tta ck , .only to be cut d own as fa st a s . the y came, (27 ) S ee over

lay -:- Map D) 

The · reinforc ement· of St ·. Le onard· by Company B' s t a bli zed 

t he s ituation " s omewhat , put ' Ge r ma n art i l l eTy ht:J d n ot "l e t up 

e ither o,r,t t he Le Ha r a s Du Pin ro a d or in the town itself. Up

on t aking s tock of the s itua ti on i 'S was found t hat sever a l 

Ge r ma n tanks ha d been knock ed out a nd. •:ie r ma n dea d and VIO'.illded 

' litte.r ed ' t he appr~~ c b.e '~ to _the pos ition •. Germans h eld some 
" ' h ouses in t h"e west ., end of t~wn ·a nd woods to t he nor th , wes·t , 

-"' 
··~. 

and s outh of St. L'eona i~d , leaving only the .ba ck tra il to the 
·' 

Le Ha Ta s: Du. Pin road and the main roa d to t he ea s~ towa~d Exmes 

in America n hands . These two roa ds weTe ~kept open, l a r ge ly 

(26) 11··5, o . J.t and per sonal knowledge 
(2 7) Persona l knowl edge 
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~' .. .~. 

' . 
;.;t t .lion · i:i'O t~oms hnd. been mal\:ins nur:1arouz trips in -;.nq; out 

o:'ficor - .i th t ho C oxapsny . 

The ')'r TD n t tll(l r end junc·t:to.n, ctH.lt: of 8'(:;. Leonrll'd, '"lru.l. 

itS engine:C r pl EltOOll r e t a ined, .C ont rol Of tb.n't point, <'lhd the' 
.,.. . . . "f • 

rna in S t • . Leori~rd-Exm.es roa d from t he town to ·t;hrt point •- CoL 

Bac-on, ~ 'Reg iment a l O ornmtu~der , came for·vwrd to ob~·~rvl'l >th:p oc t ion 

and to inform the- Mtt.a lion cbmrnnnde r of. htn: i mpprt ant t[Hzt 
" ·' 

psrticul1r roo d j unc,t:Lon :vm s. ( 28 } , 

The _s it uati on s e e.min r;;ly ha d stoblized by n i ghtfall.. The 

bl:lt t a lion commander was ordere d to r e turn t o Le lfaras Du P i n 
:~· ,,.. • • r. c 

to t h G- ba ttGlion c:r. , as the Di vision Oommc.wder was t here and 
• % 

VTished ~to s·e-e him. The ba -tt a lion c ommander de cided to l ea ve 

the s - 2, a nd S-3 in $'t. Leona rO. to ma n t he b\:l tt~ lion o.P. The 
7 

S- 3 ha d been wounded a bout_ mid-a ft e rnoon a nd nad no t yet bee n 
' :::;,; ;..'c .,._ 

to 'an a id staticm , ·t;~1erefore , -the s- 2 wCJ. s l oft a t t he o .P . e s 

t he only of ;t'icer v i t h the , nor.!Ilfl l co_m.rrv~ nd ~r:oup of r ocU.o opera -
f/ -

t o:cs , runpe r s , ~ [~ nd wi .re t-enrn . Upon e.rrivfl l a t the. b::a tt 'l lion 
. . ·~ . ):: 

0 .P . the b~ttalion comma nder ste t e d tha t he believJ d the - Germans 

ha d o l £eady be gup. to infiltrate behind our ,posit'ion s . 0~9 ) . 
X. 

Af t er . the conference betwe-en batte lion comma nder e nd Gen . 

McL~ in ; t he ba tta lion commander ca lled the · 0 .P . in St . Leona rd 
,. 

a nd found very little .enemy a c~ivity . He de.c ided to sta y ·at 
~ . ? 

the 0 .P. in .Le Haras Du Pin a nd g e t as much s l eep a s possible. 

(28 ) 
(29) 

}i~rsona L knowl ed.ge 
C !· ' 

A~ , _ . 
• > 
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-
t!Ir.• r;~ i"fl:n n2 d 5.d not r ea liZ A i;hn-t eh(;l t 0 r.: l:'.JH.l. ') P'h r in "'y·•c ,d 

·.i ta r~ :Cu:Ll rifle corlp~"ny . $8'/froop;..J:.y d.e;-d iny~W 

i n_ t;. ich the-y tw d o,pD:ronched the pot~i·hoh. _ do.1p~ny ·-s cor.rrri-n:1er 

·had b;;:c_n 'kille.¢1. , h H.ving t ·,·ro off ic e.r~ v:.tth t)lat Co.mp$!J.Y • The 

X 

Company A ga::ve grolfnd · and a few buildirigs, but ma naged, to sta y 
' - t~ 

to ethe'r under tb:e contrn.anc1 of t.b..e-1:1· "one remaining of'ficer, Lt.' 

Schroeder . The Germans now conmmnded t .M main east - west ro.'!l d. 
-;J • 

" 
up to the center of town, ~nd beyond thnt _point ~ by fir~ . ( 30} · 

The rond was very s tra i ght and ·open 'so th . t two ma chine suns 

could enBfl y; keep .. a n yone from crossin& botwe.on Companies :A ond 
li • 

B. · Am,1r:ic8ri and Ger m9 n tank~• s t a lked cecl;l other in the stra t s 

~nd a lley-s of town. Tbe Gorman unit Ir19kin the a tt!-lck was by 
~ ' .. :./ "' ' "" . 

now determined to be three , batta lions of the Deutchla nd Reg~rnent 
.,.. 

" ·or 'the Sec ond SS Panzer Di~ision . C31) The defen~ing - troops 

' 
, v.;rere so .butnumoered tha t ~pe . attock had aasily encircle the 

town from the south'1 extending to jus t short of t he ie Haro's Du 

'Pin road , and physically occupy:i,ng the ba ck trail down which 
;I _, ?. 

al_l . supplies were taken into tne town, and the v!o'tmd~d we-ro 

. eva cu{3ted down . 

\ 30.) 
(31) 

Personal · kno ·!lodge · 
A - 1) , . p • 9 

1 
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(\e.rrtcrn t!tachine c;un, f.orcin,..~ him t.:J maku n repid Phe>ttt; ff'ic~ 
,· ' 

i ~ 

.4 sh.ort t 2 :ne 

when t h{J. tanks had. ~r'rl.ved , the ·battalion Cb.rllilflndqr ,·itf.t the 
. . 

amm1.U}i tion Ctnd p ioneer, pl3'Coon and t.hc tvw 1: ·1nks , returned -~to 

t he junction. ot: t he ba:ck t r·J il~ An attnclf do\?n 'tho.ba ck t rail 

·w3:S l.clup.c i:H:rd ·;with ,t hi %. group ~ tb.e bo t ta l i on comma nder · on t he 

.ba ck o f t he ler' dYri~; t :~nk • . fir i nr:; the 50 col.. A1.~ guri . · This· 

One" ""'" ->·n ~pene· d +11 " ',. c'..-."' ·~-t-il ·"o·' "" ..... -.::>>' ..... v . . .1.. . u .... . }:~ ~ - I. y lJ - ~-!... J.. ~~ 

t o. 'the wo~a. j unction def Gnqed by the 3" ·TD a nd a·· p l a t oon of 

e rtgin:;c r s . ·r!.la a t ta ~ke.r::; ~pp·jrently ,.ere sur1Jri~""d t o find 

B'lC'l "e";.~enr;:tr ... nt thi$ to·· d j uEction .Jnd lnd s t o.PI ' d n.ft :"r r.:-:x -
1. .· ~ 

. c hnn~·; r ji· • .· om"' 
·' ,--.,.. j}( ~ ........ l_!?- -~- i \..! sr.1~ ll di·ms fir e • The 311 gUn crew were :for c e d 

'· 
to remoye. ' the f i ring me cha ni sm. a nd l eav e t heir gun while t h et 

ski r mish l a st'ed , but upon t he ce s s0 tion of f i re , r esume d 
,)';J 

t hei r J?O$ t . and r ep lo ~Od th~ fi r ing -me c ht;~ n.ism . ( 32 ) 

After · t ~e ba t t ;3 lion c orru.na nder succ ~e de-d in r ,copeni ne; the. 

ba ck trail/ s uppl y route , he m:-.CLere d t he II ~ n!l r: p l otoon to 
' 

re t lll'n to t he C. :P . and bogin r epla-cing the ammunition used by 

t he com.P 'n i e s t tl:': t morning • 

. ( 32) . Persc;me.J. ~nowledge 
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ond st"'rt - -.-. 

ins to 
~ 

b~1c'l:: nlon~ the St .. Leonsrd':"':;-,::rics rood, he -1''~.!1 n cross ,.a lono 
z. 

:.;~e.;:>:_ car:. sol dier p-e\8.:':'inr; through the b.edso to tho north, · oc-

/. 

!:tis :j:ob'·;n:;s -t Plld \:ithou-t l()bkin~ 'o round, t he· Soldier i'epl i e d; 

~~lie _,_ _; I' l'l. pro-tecting Comp~·ny A 1s righ:t. f l a nk." The . GenerBl 

s<'3id_,. "By God , -I wish tll:;t I could s t ay tle ro ttnd he l p yo~·''(33) 

'::he battBli Dn ."ce>n 3n1.e r order -ell Camp ny .C .to mov-e to Le 

na:ras ..J\1 Pin. ·.:hen r-elieved by ' 2nd BottF1 liol1 , 357t-b, and be 
,:-~ 

" p-renared t,o m~rch to St. LepmrcL by the same route tha t Com-
-- ,.t; ·- "' ..-, 

_pany I} used . 

~1-b~: ut ~oon a n~~he:r a tta ck wa s l a unche d . by the Panze.r Gren

adiers ' supp-orte d by tanks~ t his ti'in.e the main- ef' f?rt 13ga ins t 
~, .. _ 

Compa ny- ~1\'s ,·~position • . C?mpany·" c w_a s ordered. to move :·to the ' 

woods , jus t east of the junct:i,on of; the back trail , vvhich was 

again being_,_ den~ed , to the First Ba~t~0a lio~ c·by fir!EJ . The ~ - 3 · 

would meet -t'hem .at ·tl).at po,int vrl.tb ·orqers f r om the 
' - ~ 

(33) 
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ha.re:Q"er, '!: s still heHt by tho ,\moricsns. 

"3 ries ol e::olosi~ns and d-estruc·iJicn oi' tl<e thn~;:. (34J ti - ~. / . -~ /-/' 

, n.zoak.s t~llm kn.ockeu ou-t four i.:~n·k Vl Gern.L."'n tanks ;rith fivtf i~ ~ 
~L-ets. ( 35) 'BARS were -.,zoit:ing t.o cut do'..n mam.oers of tJw 

' 
c::-.:=v:s >'Tho ~an~ged· to osct1~e, th • burnin6 ttHf.ks. Th~.re VI~rc as . . 
,.~ 

~ r::;~n' as. fourteen German tanks in St. Leom 1':1 a t thi s t i me. 
-~ 

1:-eamihil'e , ·a t tl~ .... junction· of the h1 c k t r ;;il ~and t b.e ma in 

road , the s-3 had arrived and. v!hile wait ing for Company C, 
.J 

no't i ced a c _vuple of m.e'il ooni'no dovm the I'O<.:Jd from St. Leom rd. 

The t;·;m men were from Compv ny A , s t a ting t ns t they had s ep ef "' t ed 

and believed t h emsedv es to be t he 9 n ly ones to ge t out a live • . 

':'.hey .v!ere o rde r .ed of f int o t he edge ·of t he wooqs by t he . S.- 3 t o . . . 

a"'¥8 it, the Brriva l of Compa ny C. ~ S oon, howeyer r ot.her sma l l 

groups of'' thr~e , a nd . four · men ' ca me down tho r oa d vlith :the smuci 

storx . Thes (~ sma ll groups c on:tinu~ d t o a r rive until t he y num-
. "' 

ber ed about. t wenty men. Lt . , Schroeder, the one r emt;i ining offi-

ce r with Compa-ny A , a:r rive.d. wi th ·t he las~ group a nd peporte d 
,_ 

t.na t he dtd.. not know-. how .many of his me n na d ma~nage d to ge t 011t 
~ . 

or :t..b.et her or not s ome ttere s til l f i ,shting i n t ,.tlo to'. m . The 

l a t es t f"0t a c k aga i ns t Compa ny . A hna beGn in s uch overwhelming· 

str engtl;, that Compc. ny A ha d simpl y been engulfed, Germa ns hav-
• ~· 1" " .~ s~ 

ing g·o.ne a.round both fla nks and broke n t hroug h . the . line in 

' 'i ' 
( ;,-.- , 'Personal knowledg e 
(35) .A -7, 1 p . 6 - and pe·rsonal 

.l 
knowl~dge 
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o.f "GO'.·n;- :i t he s::ou1d possibly do· s.o.. Th0y wr;;~r-c; r:esup.P"liea 
' '·' 

a sma l l "'rms dump 
/ < 

.-
j unction .east of St .· Leon.ard , ~ s.·t.e rted, tlp the ·road on .foo.t. 

gun fir~ frt:_?!ll tp.e VTQOUS ea st uf,; .. t il e' l'Oad :f e,rce-(l tho l'if: i VQr . 

from the j ee-p . The capt ured j~ep ha.d a JO co i. m~ mouZJ.te~ , . 

·which th-e German~ pr omptly t ur.qed on -the a nti-tank cow.pan.y · 
I'~ ;: :f. (/;. 

• ,"!;_· , -~ 

· co.mrriander and his Jia r t y·_. T.he . emba r rassed anti.-t~ nk cpmmander 
·'·: 

ga t hered: up e :rev.r men from 't .W.e engine ex pla toq,il a nd led an 

a tta~k "to redaptJi.a· hi s j oe:P . 'rhis was S}lCCCSSftlf!, and it was 
.. :. 

conolud€Jd that. tl'le anomy f0r c e mus t hove bee:h a .comocu pa t Tol. 

This meant a'lso that the Germans wero east of town. ( 37-J /

Com]any C axrived at the noaa junctiop and ha_d r~ceived 
' - ' 'k '? -· .~·· • - ·-. ;J 

about thirtJ(_:;fi ve . ca-sua l ties ,from artillery i'~re ~~ moviry::; up 

the Le H91ras Du1?in r)ad _t¢ its juiwtiol}. of t.b.e back t a 1.1. 
~· ;(~1 . ~ . .. ' '•-. :..,, ~. ,.--:· ' ·~· '-',f · . .-

{See ov; J?lay '5 Map ·D) · Battalion c~.r;;~o nd~ ;r ' s orders >"ier€ to 
~ • • ·1 , , c 

move into s·f. L~o~a~d ; 'stride the back \;; ;Ll on a : two plotoon 

·front' to' 'clear fhat area ~~c e )il'again and to m'ove up behind 

Company_ B' s rfght rear : At the time these instructions were 

given the 8 '" 3 ,'the situation in Com~any A was known by the 
, j ' 

. 
battalio* colll.rna ndor . 'rhEJ S- 3 a ~so br i efod Compa ny c co.rr:.m.Rnder 

on the p:t?evious experi ence with men from Company A so tha he 
l . -

would expect much he lp from that quarter . 

1 ' Persona 1 knowl edge 
onal knowl edge 
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I, • • " 

to J;-e~p tt1e ·,Hir:e 'lines in. •rrw Mttnlio>n conli'Junication$ _o£fico,r 

to ili .s 

c .7 • . (39} 
< 

[fhEl; bnttDlion,, CQlllffit:tnde':t; M;id tbnt he_ twd pad lJ.O"CO.illlilUJiicn-_, 

go to Co ... lp () .riy A.,._ tak-e~.-9!.?ft1':1ild nnd cqtinte'll.~ -atta ck to .r c,:>;a in)che-
~ "' ~ . . . 

ositions· 
•J 

~llld ,J:H;i, t' i\ili 0h:_·-COI1't'<~ C t< Vfi th C ofuptln.y -

- J3 •· 

The '· :m?, in -CBst-',lf'e.s'o :r-oad Wcs sti-ll d.Bni-ed. to the First 'Bat

talion by _ Germn·n f-ire~· so t lt-c $-3 with tw() ban'&tl~er~ of ammuni

'tion fo.r' hi'~ M-_1 , mo\red bnc1~ to the road' junction·' east of tovm 

>(' ~ecr :tbe ''' yt gu.n ) t hen '· north ~nd west dorm the ~teep in6iine . !!. 

s..m.e 11 but not fight wa.s going. sn a bout 500 y~ rd.s to -~he 'north ' 

~nd- no~e _ firi ~"" - cou1d. ~ be - hear:d in the C;ID;pany 1}' s0ctor of to:.m . 
!-' .,..' 1 :;:?; 

Upon rea.chiti{;. t .ovni ,' the ,.$'- ~ found tive me n wh;-.-ver e d.efend i n 
. ~ .• ~ . ~·-' -:: " ;)/ .- . "' • • .z " y ' 

tM nortb,e.as t edge of to;,·m from the ~rmans on t h e.- north-south 

road leadi ng i~to St . Leon~rd ~rDm Chnmboi s . ~be -s~t . . i n charge 
;.; ~ . ~ ? 

repor~-ed : t ba_t n.s f or as he )mcvJ1 he was the Ooiqpany li comin<3.i1der 
. I ' ,_ . ' ·S 

and tha t ' t hese four men vte r e c·ompany A . · Tho S::-3 then m?de ,3 
•;7 

hasty 0stima t~ of tll~- s~ tuo.t ion and tp ok ov~:r. t he commqnd of 
- ' 

Company A-.,. ins t r uc,ting t he Sgt . t ha t · t-he.y:. vwuld ej:; t a ck , se q_ur -
lf;. :,_ " • - .., ' .-· .. 

t T-10 ·house s aJ1d •. orchards i rnroedi ot e l y to; t he wes t · of 

1 



I 
i 

th13 manc·mv.e'ring f ,)rce on n Ge.rman 1110 chine g-l!-n~ .After thq 

machine g1::m .hed b0en eliniw"b;!d "'Jy 1)0yonet} ot~:xt:r: Gvrfuans. 'ir,; 

'if'!'f-"' ~,~ ~'">l' ,.,l'+.rr ···J.-)""•' '':"'n-~·r:,, '1'' i~ ·n' '1·-: ••n·o· 'v-·'.·1· •t"\·r1 :u _-t.; '.<f·J_,..,... ,t!_ VJ :•' l.:'•."X..L, '-' ..,.\J J ..... ~. -_ ( ' ~-.l.J __ \...:_ j j (j·,4,1_ 

~ 

· or:1~niz".c1 ·;it·irdr•iv,;nl, tee rei:.~ult bf!irlP; tb.."t tho.Germ::m position 

'".'IIJS brok::m . (L!-0) 

Ths' mochin~ ·c;,Un platoon:lead.er from Comp<o.ny ri', wit~~-' one 
-. 

_m chine g un, appe:3tod .to l.cnd his 
'· 1 ' 

g un And ·its one remaining 
j ' ! ' - - ' 

belt of 1Jtununition· ~o _the fight_.. He had _ bef:l.p.: _sepe:r-a~?d , ~as 

the "'others hnd been, but mana 6e~ -to hold his pos i!ii on ·wi th 6no 

-chree-man g un c ;-e_iv ' remo ining of"' his plo toon _p f _ 4- gu. ~_s. l~ore 
' 

'groups of tv,ro ,a nd - ~hr~e men began. joi~tng Compa ny ~ from ore.os 

which l).ad- bC'Eln b~hind ' the Ger-man l i .nes . '/ . . . 

Com,P'?ny C had been suc cessf1.ll i n mov:ing into St. L'ca orwi~d 

and had 11!-a nage d to -ge t a pla;toon a cross . the ma in east-y11e st roa d 

t o ,conne ct· up- w~ th "'t he raforming Compa ny A. In~· a noth'er -limit ed 

ob j e ct>ive a tta ck . Compt::~ ns:: A and th.e p:J,.a toon froiD. c"omp.z~:l G s uc-:

c e ,dod in r ega ining t .h.ei r origina l pos ition h eld a ):; the 'beg in·

ning of t.h.e ba ttle; The l a st ha rd s urfa ce roCJ d.' , out of the t.I'ap 

was securely in America n hand's . •rJ:ie ba tta l1on comma nde r re

. ceived/· word that· the Firs t Battalion wouJ,d be relie ve d tha t 
~ .. ~ 0 ~ •:.0: I • 0 ~ • >"! 

night h y Se c one\ 'Batt.a li'oP,", 359th Infa~try: I t \V8S wi th _pr i de 
.. ; 

t h;; t ·he h~:nde d ove r the town'~ a nd,the · def·e~siv:e '.positions, t ha t 

ha d - origi~a~ly been held. (4-1) 

(4-0) 
(4-1) 

Persona l 
Persona l 

I 

-~ 
. i 

··, 

• '' • , -, •' • i > ' ' - ' - '.' ' • 'o Q , ' ' • ' ' \ ' ' • 



of' de;H~:Cture· i'or th:1t :lay's operation as o-rd?.ted 'by the :re;:;i

n.enta·l COJ1JI£l8'no.er~ Second Battdlion on tpe xnosoo BU{5US~

•Vbtncked , :ri t h D Miss~.cn of 

,.. 
several b i tt ~r st~ugg1es , s i mi l ar to the: ~ne _d_cesoiib.~d , ChFt,mbois 

~ _,- '.'.J 

was t aken end neld. 

'ehe-morning .,of the :J.9th August founp.. t he 359t h Infantry

dis:pos i tions os f ollows: 3rd Ba t ta lion in Cb.a:niboi s , 2nd Bqt-

t a li on on t he slight ,r i se south on:l wo-r3.t of Cb.r.ambois , -~!ld t:hc. 

1st Ba t t a l ion , ~fter havi ng· rested nil the- 18th ,· xiloving ·t hroug...IJ 

Fougy. to occ.u_!;)y t lie eqge -of the -'..,oods: wffs t of, ·t ovm 1 fa ern:: t o 

the north . ( .!.!-?. ) The GG.rman Sovcntl1 Ar my an d. the ~ J.er.rent·s Of 

tlle Fifth Pa n zer ,A r my c::1ppo ront l y lr d received a march oxde i• 

dependent; on t hp· , 0 .P.' s in the ,St. Leonord 6 n~ Chil mb ois a r ea s 

being clea red, ~ as 'a ll d~ y on t he 19th our artille r y obse r vers 

fr om Ohamboi s and t he hi gh t.:lround . at " t he od e -of t he wods west 
7h . ·-

of Fougy ' (lst Ba tta lion area), -obs er:ved long columns moV'ing 

ea st dow/;; the velloy betwe~n t hos e t vro positions. 11 11 day .1.ong 

· t he a rtillerfy·- ~en . fired two conce!l.tra tions , n~bers 305 ~and 30& , 
. • '' ;, P z - ~ ... ~ 

As til Ge 1~t1i.'\ n u~it ._..m s des troyed ,- a not~er marclied into the area 

of these tvio concentra tions. 

bl t1ste d into G ... G~l t r:'tOs s os of 
'1 

(l.!-2 ) Peijs onal knoyrlec1ge 

t 
. f 

' Borscs, me n and vehic l e s . v:o e 
f,' "' ··'· ' 
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. ·• 
J2ris'one}'$ 

' ( '/ '/> 

·$netn.y· ki:-llec~--~ .• :. . .... ~ .• • • •. ;: ••. . i ... ~fl._': • . ... >•. -. .& , .. Oyo --.:_ 

H~rsft'lS kill~d~ ••.• ; ••••• ~ ••• ~ •• ." ••• ·•••••• 1 1 B.Ob 
J 
L 

· .znelll.'f' t.pnks ,(test:r6yed. ~ ••. -~ ••• • •.••• ~ .•• :. g'2o 

.•'?nnmy s~lf propelJ.(Jd artil]:,~r.r,, . ~ 
· des.t.royed or ca ptu.red ••.•••••••.•••• A •••• 

Artilleny p;Leccs destro.yecl "·or " 
captun:'ad .. •.. -· ..... ,11 ... ~ ••• -............ ,. . . ...... . 

,j,:oto:r yehicJes. des·troy-eQ. or 
cdptliTed ... : ..•...... ~ ._. ... f! ••••••• ...... 

-' ' '• ' - .: /' f 

.. "tr.agons destroyed or capture_a.. •••••••••••• 

lNITI.AL DISPOSTTI0N 

.160 

700 

' 5,000 
t 

. . 2 , 600 

r.," 

Th.e ~rea· initia lly;._ ~ :ss~gned;: ~he lsy .Batt.e J;-~on "_VJlJS mucl1 ' 

.too wide fo~ .q n info ntry:. brrt~a li.Qn. ·_The. dist8n:ca of 'four ~ 
1?" - J". • '£,__· . (.. ~,· "" :V'' . !,;;' -~ •'it 

:dlc:··;ters between 6(3 ch company would have been disa st~rous 
~;f · <l w"" d ,:? J:-~J;.., .. • .., ' 

if tbe Ge1--.onhs had known our dispositions prior to their 
"" 

atta';k . T,he 5th ,.C.rm; red el~~1en?s were ~othing '1ort'tl thBn 8 

""" . . : 
recoruw1sance sc~een , but mobile enough to concentra te e 

:· 

e l a r ger f 'otco in a short len th; of time a t a cri tfcal point. 

1\n infantry unit req_uir es a full hour to fuarc.h four kilometeJ:s . 
I 

(4-3) 
( l.J-1+ ) 
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ri ;ht-. 

not consolidtYtc~ th.eir :;r,lns and in many cases could 

Lcico.l counter-attacks oy 

grou,ps ab l e- to. 

groups of -t he .e nemy fro.m t heir ll~J.rd cnrn-ed po~itio11s. '1'he 

-br.ttr1 l ion ' c onm~mder -throu,::b.out the bnttle d~dplsynd his suprorior 

le~c1>;Jrship i n baing· e t cri-'c i col poi nts a t th~ r i ght time a n a. 

se tting a p e r s ono l _ey .. amplo of courog.e an<l ·f o8 r l ossness. The 

men f olt t he y could. not l et t h i .s c omrna nde r do m by not ae;com

' pl islling their ossigned mission. 

Compn ny Cc la t e ~rriva l in the a ction . v~ s bee. us o 1ts 
--

Tllis C(3USed :t he full combat eff ectiven ess of ~the ba tta l i on · not 
' r ~ • ..-

to be utilized until l a t e on t he s e cond da y , a ft -e r t he critica l 

_point of ·the ba tt l e ! ,,, 

The p l a toon of t a nks Sf3llt to reinforc e t he d0fende r s of 

Bt . Leonard a i ded m?teria l ly i n ooth f i re p owe r and mo1.·a l e . 

~a ch time ·a s si-stanc e a rrive ¢!: ?-' t he d efenders would ga in , neyv 

·c oura g e . 

CO'.J iti'NIOATIONS 

The wire . c ornmunica ti on s , \~Ve re excellent betor ·e tbe ba ttle • 

TV!o lines we r e l a i d into St. -~e ons rd, one to Compa ny A C .P . and 

one to ba t~a lion O~s· The radios · were not checked to s ee if 

t hey c oulci : comrnunic.a_t e unti r'after t lie ba t 'tle st arted a nd _· the 

wire l ines• d e s troyed by shell. f ire. All mea ns of communica t i ons, 

~lire , r a dio _a nd runner, should h av e bee.il test opera ted to . de\;er-
"'· t • • ~.... ""~- ;) v " 

mine tha t each means vfould ~a tisfa ctorlly work p rior to the ir 

• • I 
antlclpa te~ use. 

t 



'V'r~:r.'l!:lO were 'G-t:~t; in .gt;)JlY: plac·efJ. The ,;iw:G tecr'l:S ?ouf1(j. 
(, .. ' . _.,, . -

·co~ld.reeit((bltsh odrlmt~~i'c~tiou·s m~r~~ !JLticlcly b·;.,lntr·i.tt:s nev. 

v/i:re~ from the first ;o!'ealc, ratrv:.:r t.hnn to 
. -' / 

,:tb.e o:Ld wirQ' .. 

Th;; hard surface road from Le Iillras Du. ?in to 3t. Leonard 
i' 

e,p.d the beck trail · V/ere both 1n excoll'ent . cond:tti~n., Thf$:· 

enabled j eeps t o be ·used vrhen those routes could be clea-red {)f 

t"he ene.rny ._ .. 

i'~s th~'i:- e . was· no pion0er ·work ·to be dono, the 1; end P .pla

t oon was utilized to resupply the battalion v1ith ammunition 

th.roughout · t hc·p ction. This worked out v ery we ll because the 

p;t,atcon had ~been trained to light as we ll a s to '-,handle t.l1-eir .. 

,A and P duties. Every 'trip into the toV.m by this: platoon was-
~ 

har-ra ssed- or blocls:ed"' by German · fire • 
. - ,.. ' ... ~ .· ' ' :?·~.- >. · .. ~~ 

The de li'VeJ;Y of omrii.uni;:-. ~ 
;. .; 

tion to th€ _compGJ?.Y positions was' a ccomplished iri S.Q ite of~· 

c.neuy a ction. · Forward batta lion dlllll.PS were i mpra ctica l due 
. -

tp the fluid situa t-ion a round - both flanks and to the rea r of · 

the ma in. baJGtle pos i 'tion. Company A tra nsportDtion was either 

destroyed .o~ captured by the enemy early in the action , there~ 

fore they had r!o me;ri1s of returning to the betta l,ton sup_p:):y 

point foranimunition~ It was fel t that -t.he delivery system 

-·Tould be muc;h better for the "reason tha t combat -patrols had 
' . 

' ;_ 

to accompany t he deliveries , ' and the title elements 9ou1a · not ' 
' .; J 

s_pere men' at those critical times when r es upply was necessary. 
- ' ,• 

Litter bearers com:Lng .from town vJere · e·scorted b_y the A and. P 

i·, 



1. Security must be maintained at all tine:, eien vrilen 
-· 

_contaot h~$ not- b-ae_n e s tabli&b ti -d and v.hen it -does not s e em 

eminent . 

2 . Full use of hou;;;Gs and, ouiidings sh0uld. be mnge to 

stTength~n n- d.efensi ve posi tiol.1 \ Ti thout regard to' vrhetber or -not buildin?;s nre those nJ fri~nd: or o.nomy . 

3 .. i. ny aid; even though ver:l sme ll, sent t o a uni_t<thBt 
:?: 

is surrounded or being hard pr~ssed by the enemy i s decid<Hl;Ly 

-:torth':lhil e , 9nd i ts e-ffe_ct on more~ le ma y 'be dec i s i -ve . " 
:' ... i ' 

-' - ;.. 

4-. -- 3 nemy tanks ll18Y oe p ut' _ ~mt of action by many means 
-.... 

other t han the regula!' ~mti-t-B r'::"Lc 1;;eapons. 

5 . - F:z-i~:md'ly 'lrtill '3ry i s '"'-~i'Y 'ef,::'•::Jc tive ago inst _enemy 

t.roo_ps ~ssauit.:U.rs you:ii- p;."",ii tio; vihen th~ t_ po_s i t ionv has the 

overhead eove;r a:f:torded by bui l dings . - .. .. '-..: " ' 

5 . __ Loce l · counter -<::ttacks aven thou h by smo ll fo-rces 

superi01~ ene1ny t ha t is 

"' in a d i s organiz ed s t ate , f ollowing 2_n at t a ek . 
-~~ 

.; 

7 • . ,.;:tter .he.av y shelling has ca us ed. bre•aks _in wi .re lines, 

it is mor~ expedi t ious to l ay new lines _r a t her t ha n -a ttem_p t 

to rep.air the old ones . 
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